LAND  OF THE LION AND  THE SUN

proverb that a Laz, \vho is a low Turk, will knife a man for
an onion. Our royal family used Turkish, the language of
diplomacy, although among themselves they spoke pure
Persian, which your Sir Jones believed the original of
Syriac or Chaldean, the base of Sanscrit, Zend, and Parsi,
and of much Greek, Latin, and the Gothic tongues. Avestic
is the ancient language of the Zoroastrian sacred books.
The Archasmenid kings used Old Persian for stone inscrip-
tions, usually side by side with Elamitic and Babylonian
parallels, as you saw upon the carvings at Bisitun. Urdu
is a mixture of Persian and Hindi."

We found the language difficulty proverbial. With so
many races, and with so little education during past
centuries, whoever may seek to weld Iranians together
will not succeed until they all speak a common tongue.

The influence of Persian on English is interesting.
Hocus pocus comes from the Persian hokopaz, a conjurer.
Van is an abbreviation of caravan, popularly corrupted to
carry-van. Bazaar, shawl, sash, awning, turquoise, and
taffetas are all words of Persian origin; as are orange, lemon,
melon, and peach. Spinach is Persian. So is julep, from
gulab or rose; hazard, from hazar, a chance in a thousand.
Even Paradise comes to us through Persia, from the Greek.
The bhisti, the Indian water-carrier, gets his name from
the Persian word meaning "an inhabitant of Paradise,"
a place filled in the minds of the ancients with a thousand
streams.

Persians have always been arrogant and will not credit
that there could be countries finer than their own. They
hold that everything was created for the personal satisfac-
tion of the Shah, who used to speak of himself in the third
person. His strongest oath was "by the Head of the King,"
or "by the Soul of the King." He could do no wrong.
The women of his country unveiled at his command*

"Upon ceremonial occasions, and in state processions,
the Shah wore a diamond called the Brilliant Sea upon
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